
7/13/2017

Dear Pioneer Family,
I hope this letter finds you well and that you all are having a great summer full of rest, 

reading, and fun!  Although I have been working throughout the summer to prepare for our 
upcoming school year, yesterday marked my official first day as principal at North Whitfield 
Middle School.  I am incredibly excited and honored to serve you in this role.  It is a tremendous 
blessing to rejoin the students, staff, and parents as we prepare to begin a great year!  As most 
of you know, North Whitfield holds a special place in my heart as I was a Pioneer myself as a 
student.  In addition, my first assistant principal position was at North Whitfield during the 2010-
2011 and 2011-2012 school years.  I have very fond memories of my time as a student and as a 
staff member, and it is my goal to recognize our school’s many decades of success, guide our 
current students to tremendous growth, and lead us all to great success in the future!

North Whitfield Middle School has had a rich history full of great successes both inside 
and outside of the classroom dating back to the our school’s time as a high school in the 1950’s-
1970’s.  Over the past couple of months, I have been working hard to learn more and more 
about our history and I have been very impressed with recent years’ results.  For example, all 
schools in Georgia are given an annual score, called CCRPI, from the Georgia Department of 
Education.  The most recent score from North Whitfield showed that our students grew 
academically better than 92% of other schools in the state.  This is an incredible 
accomplishment and one that all of our community can be proud of!

Currently, North Whitfield has 859 students enrolled as well as over 60 staff members.  I 
will strive each day to create an environment of genuine care and one that fosters high 
achievement and growth for all involved.  My desire is for each individual to love our school, just 
as I did.  This begins with me!  I want you to know that I will work tirelessly to build strong 
relationships with each family.  I firmly believe that when we all work together, we can 
accomplish great things!  While much of our staff members’ time will be spent planning how we 
teach the students, it is equally important that we strive to create a climate where students know 
they are loved and parents know they are a valuable member of the team.  I have always 
believed in the old teacher adage that ‘one doesn’t care how much you know until they know 
how much you care’!  Parents, if you ever need anything, please don’t hesitate to contact a staff 
member or me.  We are partners in your child’s future and I look forward to working with all of 
you to maximize growth for our children!

Speaking of the future, I believe it is very bright at North Whitfield!  There is no doubt in 
my mind that our students can and will accomplish amazing things in the coming years.  There 
is nothing more rewarding as an educator than to meet an adult in public who was once in your 
class and have them tell you how much you meant to them so many years ago.  We are tasked 
with a huge responsibility, and the fruit of our hard labor may not be fully realized until many 
years down the road.  I am thankful for the great opportunities that I have had throughout my 
lifetime, and my time as a student at North Whitfield nearly 30 years ago was definitely a major 
influence on who I am today.  I want to provide the same for you!

I am sure that you all know this information, but I wanted to touch on it briefly.  With the 
passage of the most recent ESPLOST, we are slated to get a new building in the coming years.  
This is incredibly exciting!!!  However, it is very early in the process and I believe that the project 



will take at least 3-4 years to complete.  We will most likely not begin to see construction until 
2018-2019.  As this project progresses, I will try to keep you all as updated as I possibly can.  
For example, we are currently in the design phase and I, along with a group of Whitfield County 
employees, visited a new school in Cherokee County a couple of months ago to begin looking at 
ideas related to the overall design of the building as well as the type of furniture it should 
contain.  It is very early, so the architect has not presented us with a plan to work off of as of 
yet.  There is no doubt that there will be some huge hurdles to leap over during this process, but 
it will be well worth it in the end when we are able to move in!

Finally, I want to let you know that I sincerely appreciate all of those who have reached 
out to me over the past few months since being named your principal.  I have enjoyed hearing 
about all of the great things our students have been a part of and have accomplished.  In 
addition, I appreciate everyone that has shared with me their concerns.  It is very important to 
me that we are responsive to any concern or idea you may have and that we spend time vetting 
its merit.  One example of this involves the fact that North Whitfield has had a no backpack 
policy for many years.  A large number of parents and students have asked me about this policy 
and have requested that we allow them.  I must say that I fully understand why backpacks have 
not been allowed and there are some great arguments both for and against them.  After 
carefully considering all of the information I could obtain, I have decided to allow backpacks at 
North Whitfield Middle School.  However, I do ask that you refrain from purchasing the largest 
one you can find.  This is due to the overall lack of space in our classrooms.  When a classroom 
has 30 students who are all carrying backpacks, space can become a major issue.

I look forward to meeting those of you that I have not met so far, and as always, please 
let me know if I can ever help in any way!  Over the next few weeks, it is easiest to reach me by 
emailing me at larry.farner@wcsga.net.  

Thank you,
Larry Farner
Principal
North Whitfield Middle School

Important Dates:
8/2/17 - All staff members report to work
8/4/17 - Schedule pick-up at 1:00 for 7th and 8th grade
8/4/17 - 6th grade orientation at 4:00
8/8/17 - First day of school 
8/22/17 - Open House


